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8 July 2013
Serial success!
RK Rose+Krieger among the “Top 100” for a second time in a row
On 5 July 2013, the Minden-based specialists for automation technology were once again presented with the “Top 100” innovation award. The RK Managing Director, Hartmut Hoffmann, accepted the prize in Berlin from the journalist and TV presenter Ranga Yogeshwar.
In the 20th year of this innovation prize, RK Rose+Krieger was able to impress in particular with its innovation processes. An example of this is the “advance development” area of this manufacturer of modules for industrial automation technology: Here, experienced staff scan the market for the very latest technology trends and materials and assess whether these can be used for a planned new development. Should they “strike gold”, then the project gets underway. The specialists from Minden decide upon the next steps in stages. “If we see no other way, then we will terminate a project”, explained the company’s managing director, Hartmut Hoffmann. Product managers keep track of potential innovations and, together with colleagues from the Sales department, evaluate the resulting ideas in terms of their marketability.
With this innovation strategy, the company, which has a 209-strong workforce, is pursuing a very clear goal: To become one of the leading providers of profile, linear and pipe connection technology. Today, the company is already one of the leading national and international players. What’s more, innovation management at RK Rose+Krieger is not only focused outwards: This “Top 100” company also drives innovation on the inside by further developing and improving internal processes. Three “Impulse Teams” are responsible for just this – they prepare optimisation lists at weekly meetings and their ideas are evaluated two to three times a year by external experts.
Managing Director Hartmut Hoffmann on receiving this award for a second time: “This success is the result of dedicated teamwork and shows us that we are on the right tracks. We will now use these results to further optimise our innovation management processes.”
Background
The “Top 100” is organised by compamedia GmbH from Überlingen. Prof. Dr. Nikolaus Franke, Chair of Entrepreneurship and Innovation at the Vienna University of Economics and Business, is responsible for academic coordination of the project. He and his team assessed the innovation management of a total of 245 medium-sized companies. Journalist and TV presenter, Ranga Yogeshwar, is the mentor of this project. This Germany-wide comparison of companies is supported, amongst others, by the BVMW (German Association for Small and Medium-sized Businesses), the Fraunhofer Institution for the Promotion of Applied Research and the VDE (Association for Electrical, Electronic & Information Technologies). The Süddeutsche Zeitung newspaper acts as the media partner.
(2,857 characters incl. spaces)
RK Rose+Krieger GmbH
As a subsidiary of the globally operative Phoenix Mecano AG, RK Rose+Krieger GmbH offers an unrivalled range of products in the field of linear, profile assembly, connecting and module technology. The company offers both catalogue and customised products, system solutions and special developments. RK Rose+Krieger employs over 400 staff worldwide, some 209 of whom are based at the company headquarters in Minden. Find out more by going to www.rk-rose-krieger.com.
[image: image2.png]RK ROSE+KRIEGER

A Phoenix Mecano Company




Picture captions:
1_RK_ Top_100_2013:
RK Rose+Krieger GmbH based in Minden has been named one of the 100 most innovative medium-sized companies in Germany for a second time in a row. On 5 July 2013, the Managing Director, Hartmut Hoffmann, accepted the prize again in Berlin from the journalist and TV presenter Ranga Yogeshwar.
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